
 
 

JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM 
GOVERNOR  

 

 

 
 

MICHAEL P. FLANAGAN 
SUPERINTENDENT OF

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

LANSING 
 
  

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

June 2006 
 

 
TO: Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents and Public 
 School Academy Directors 
 
FROM: Carol L. Wolenberg, Deputy Superintendent 
 
SUBJECT: School Safety Zone Guidance for Michigan Schools and the  
 Protection of Michigan Students from Contact with Convicted Sex 
 Offenders 
 
The following resources and information are intended to support Michigan schools’ 
safety plans related to the “1,000 foot school safety zone”.  On January 1, 2006, 
Michigan passed legislation to update the law intended to protect Michigan school 
children through a safety zone created to keep offenders away from school children.  
The state organization most able to respond to a school’s request for legal 
information is the Michigan State Police Criminal Justice Information Center. 
 
Changes in the law strengthen previous legislation by including recreational and 
athletic facilities.  While not instructional sites, they now are locations within the 
safety zone.  The law distinguishes between those offenders convicted before 
January 1, 2006, and those convicted after that date.  Individuals released after 
January 1, 2006 must comply with the law related to their work address, their 
residence, and their contact with children. 
 
School personnel may access the school safety zone law at 
www.michigan.gov/schoollaw.  Select “student safety zones” under the category 
“school safety”. 
 
School personnel are encouraged to develop, monitor, and review safety plans.  
Consider the following activities to protect Michigan students: 
 

1. Assure staff members are aware of and understand the school safety zone. 
 
2. Identify a staff person to regularly check the sex offender registry for 

offenders residing in the school neighborhood.  The registry web address is 
http://www.mipsor.state.mi.us/. 
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3. Maintain positive relationships with local law enforcement, including the 
county prosecutor’s office.  If the district has a school liaison officer(s), 
coordinate with the officer(s) to effectively address the school safety zone 
requirements. 

 
4. Highlight the significance of the reciprocal quality of staff relationships with 

law enforcement.  Law enforcement may be able to assist in the risk 
assessment of a new or current sex offender residing in the community.  
Conversely, staff can alert law enforcement in the event that a sex offender 
has entered the school safety zone and/or the school community. 
 

 In terms of any sex offender living within district boundaries, risk of contact 
 with school children will vary according to the circumstances of the offender’s 
 crime.  Features that can assist schools, with which law enforcement are 
 familiar and have knowledge, include the significance of: 
 

  the discrepancy between the offender and victim’s age, 
  the type of crime with which the offender was originally charged, 
  the type of relationship between the offender and victim, 
  the existence/severity of violence associated with the crime, and/or 
  other involvement with law enforcement and the court system. 

 
5. Update crisis management plans to assure the crisis team has developed 

materials related to parent notification, media relations, reports to law 
enforcement, and staff/student counseling and support. 

 
6. Involve parents and children in an educational, prevention effort to reinforce 

personal safety.  While the term ‘stranger danger’ was a popular concept in 
the past, current research recommends children receive personal safety 
instruction about inappropriate, disturbing, or dangerous behavior.  Most 
victims are assaulted by someone with whom they are familiar. 

 
7. Consider asking for law enforcement assistance regarding identified juvenile 

sex offenders within the district and school safety zones. 
 

8. Employ a comprehensive plan which includes other non-legislative aspects of 
school safety:  the broader child protection issues such as safe walking 
routes and bus stops in the community, parent communication, district 
volunteer and employment screening practices, and public relations. 

 
The following questions not addressed in the law may be useful to consider in 
developing a comprehensive plan: 
 

1. While the law includes off-site locations such as athletic facilities, do plans 
include other off-site programs such as school-sponsored early childhood 
settings? 
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2. While the law primarily addresses adult sex offenders, do plans protect 
students from juvenile sex offenders?  Since schools already educate juvenile 
sex offenders, do plans assess the risk of serving these juveniles within the 
school environment? 

 
3. If a convicted sex offender also is a parent, can this parent enter the school 

safety zone to attend parent/school events? 
 

4. If the sex offender’s place of work is outside of the zone but involves an 
offender’s travel through a school safety zone, i.e., delivery or maintenance 
work, how should a school respond? 

 
As previously noted, answers to these questions may be found through consultation 
with the local office of the prosecuting attorney, any district employed school liaison 
officer(s), and/or other school law or law enforcement contacts. 
 
We hope that this guidance and resource information is helpful.  The following 
resource material has been posted on Michigan Department of Education’s Michigan 
Safe Schools website at www.michigan.gov/safeschools: 
 

  Best Practice Recommendations for School-Based Planning to Prevent Child 
Sexual Abuse 

 
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Leisa 
Gallagher, Safe Schools Consultant, by phone at (517) 241-2293 or via email at 
gallagherl@michigan.gov. 
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